



“Naku te rourou, nau te rourou ka ora ai te iwi”

“Taaku raurau, taau raurau ka ora te tangata”

“With your food basket and my food basket, the people will live”

____________________________________________________________________________
Newsletter #3 May/June 2021

Kia ora, Kia orana, Talofa Lava whanau,

ASL News

Our ASL team has hit Term 2 running, we have been busy with our Kāhui Ako schools setting dates and preparing our walkthrough teams for the arrival of our Poutama Pounamu team.  The process of Rongohia Te Hau began at the end of Term 1 with some of our schools diving deep into classroom observations, to gather as much information and data as possible to form a picture of how our students are currently learning in their school environments.  

Alongside the in-class walkthroughs sit three surveys that went out to our students, staff and whānau so that we are able to have input from everyone involved in a child’s learning journey.  

Continuing on this term we will be holding a hui with our Within School Leaders to help grow their leadership capacities within their school.  We also continue our mahi with our passionate and enthusiastic transition to school kaiako from both Early Childhood and Primary schools. These kaiko use their own times and spaces with the purpose of coming together to collaborate, share examples of practise and see the GOLD that is within our community. Secondly, these fabulous kaiako have been a working group for creating a set of whainga-matua for our tamariki to know they can be successful during their transition, regardless of the school they attend.

We as ASLs have been very privileged to work alongside the amazing Poutama Pounamu team and it is fair to say that we are growing our knowledge and understanding in order to empower our schools.  We have been excited for this next chapter in our Poutama Pounamu journey, we are able to really connect with our schools and offer our support as we all find our way through what can only be described as a unique experience that will change the outcomes for our Maori learners significantly.





[bookmark: _o45vs2xn22l4]Transition to School
Our journey continues as we strengthen our relationships between our ECE and primary school sectors. Our vision is to create a pathway that is seamless for our tamariki and develop meaningful and purposeful relationships with all our stakeholders. 

Since our last newsletter, we have had the opportunity to visit and listen to the GOLD in two of our spaces - The Ark who shared their vision and learning spaces. The enthusiasm and joy that the kaiako have is infectious and makes you want to be part of the learning environment. 
Tainui Full Primary School were able to share their newly renovated collaborative learning space. A long awaited moment. Tamariki at Tainui are fortunate to have kaiako who have training and a background in ECE teaching. Their knowledge brings to their team an element that not many other schools have. It has allowed them to create and continue to develop a programme that aligns with our transition to schools mahi. 
Overall, it was a great experience being able to listen, see and be present in the spaces of our tamariki. We look forward to our next Sharing of Gold at Tokoroa Central Kids. Keep an eye our for the confirmation of date and time. 

Our hui on Thursday 3rd June continued our transition to school mahi: “What makes a successful transition to school’s programme?”. We looked back at the voice that was originally collected across our sectors and began to develop our Kāhui Ako whainga matua. These will be actions that will be implemented across all our ECE and new entrants classrooms. Our next step is to create a team that will work, create and continue to develop this pathway. Ngā mihi nui - fa’afetai tele lava - meitaki maata - thank you to those who attended this hui and continue to be drivers of this mahi.
[bookmark: _srxedv5sekd7]
[bookmark: _db2z2c94tg77]Poutama Pounamu[image: ]
Over the term, each of our schools have been in a learning and growing process alongside our Poutama Pounamu whānau through our Rongohia te Hau mahi. This mahi looks at the experiences of our tamariki and their learning from a Māori lens. 
Rongohia te Hau uses evidence from our tamariki, whānau, kaiako and walkthrough observations. Each piece of evidence helps to paint a picture of what is occurring within our spaces for our Māori and Non-Māori tamariki. As Walkthrough teams of our spaces, we have analysed this evidence and will begin to plan next steps for our schools. We were given an opportunity to understand more effectively the process and learning around this mahi. It has definitely been a journey of learning, vulnerability, understanding and growth for all.
[bookmark: _xuwxgz7hf4gx][image: ][image: ][image: ]
[bookmark: _9c3cadcweopn]
[bookmark: _t2mgvwwxi0bs]Journey to Fighting Fit
As Educators, we encourage our tamariki to take risks, be resilient and endure challenges. It isn’t always an easy journey, but one that is rewarding. A prime example of this was from one of our very own Principal’s - Tania Morrison of Tainui Full Primary School. [image: ]

We all know as educators that this career can be time consuming and at times leave little time for ourselves. This was Mrs Morrison’s life until she walked through the doors of Ace Fighters in Putaruru. She found a love for the sport and with a bit of encouragement, entered into the GoFox Iron Fist 10 Charity Fight at Sir Don Rowlands, Karapiro.

A journey of discipline, commitment, resilience and one of growth. Moving out of her comfort zone and showing that anything is possible with the right mindset. She may not have won that night, but there are  bigger wins from this amazing achievement, which include a work life balance, the time and energy to continue to give her best for her own school and the schools and ECE in our Kahui Ako and being an example to many educators. Ka mau te wehi e te rangatira!


[bookmark: _fwuamkaddbol]What have our Kāhui Ako Schools been up to?

[bookmark: _2oj9e86o78hz]Strathmore Primary School
[bookmark: _5kwmppk5orw0]There have been a lot of learning and experiences that have occurred at Strathmore School. All of our national languages are embedded and included into their programmes at school.  During sign language week, tamariki grew their skills towards more than just a few words. Students were able to celebrate their achievements and what they had learnt so far by holding a conversation with a partner all in sign language.

The start of Term 2 saw the start of the Strathmore Reading League. A programme that addresses and promotes reading at home. Originally using NRL Warriors as team mascots, tamariki gain team points for every time they read at home. This year, they have used local National and International sports players as mascots - Racquel Pitman, Joseph Manu, Zane Tetevano, Keven Mealamu, Toka Natua, Aimee Turner, Richard Kahui and Chelsea Alley. Now only are they growing their reading skills, but they also have great role models they can aspire to. Recently Joseph Manu came to read to his team and shared that even as a league star, reading is important.
[bookmark: _wlrfjnkwgkca]
[bookmark: _rbtkvyc47xz2]It is wonderful to see the amazing perseverance from the children as they navigate their new skills and work as a team to achieve.  Well done to Strathmore for embracing inclusion at your school.
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[bookmark: _f5tdfn2251eq]


[bookmark: _47p5zyd2m1cv]Tainui Full Primary School
Within our space, there has been a plethora of learning opportunities occurring and here are a few we would like to share with you.
Rūma Ono have been learning about NZ History, the Story of Child of Aotearoa.  Nō hea koe? Where are we from. We are learning through the history of the waka and the journey of navigation of Māori. Raukawa will be visiting Tainui Full Primary with the Waka in early June.
Tamariki have been learning their pepeha and sharing this each morning with the class building confidence.
Each week we have a Tangata o te wiki, new kupu, whakataukī and kīwaha embraced into our learning with our waiata and karakia.
Year 7 & 8 Class Te Taurapa researching Careers, Studying about NZ Histories, Creating Visual pepeha and with Hauora recognising the importance of Hauora and He Whare Tapawha. [image: ]
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Ruma Rima - Year 2 learning about Rakau to Maori Waiata[image: ]
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Tainui talents is an electives type programme run across our entire school. In Te Tauihu, our Year 0-2 tamariki have a Kuki Airani (Cook Islands) dance and imene (song) talent lead by Miss Lockington. This learning experience allows you to see, understand and celebrate your tamariki through another lens.
[image: ][image: ]




Forest View High School
Pasifika by Nature
After 21 years we bid farewell to the Pasifika by Nature secondary schools’ competition. Te Piringatahi Kapa Haka and Porinetia Fa’atasi performed beautifully in the final showcase on Saturday 8th May at Claudelands Showgrounds in Hamilton. 
Practicing a couple of evenings at the end of their holidays and all of the first week of Term 2 the combined group pulled off an outstanding performance, being awarded the Best Contribution to Pasifika by Nature trophy with Tokoroa High School, Best Hawaiian performance, Best Aotearoa performance and the Runner Up trophy. 
Our sincere thanks go to Tatyana Stowers-Potoru, Rangikura Ford, Jocelyn Paiti, Apera Brown, Gypsy Koteka who are the various tutors of each discipline, all the staff, parents and supporters who helped with the preparation and helped backstage on the day; thank you all very much. 
The theme for the competition was ‘Celebrating Pasifika’, and we’re stoked that our students had the opportunity to leave their mark on the stage, and that they did. Well done to our students, we are all very proud of your achievements. Congratulations to Tokoroa High School’s Puna Vai Ora group on their wonderful success at the final Pasifika by Nature. 
[image: ][image: ]
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Amisfield Primary School

Room 8 and 11 have been enjoying participating in the Perceptual Motor Programme, commonly referred to as PMP.  The children in Room 11 have been busy practicing their throwing, balancing and coordination skills.  In Room 8, they are developing their teamwork skills while developing their hand - eye coordination while they transfer to playing hockey.
       [image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]





[bookmark: _m1h1ebe3ah9p]
[bookmark: _3bfdh21vemf6]Tokoroa Intermediate School
Pink Shirt Day[image: ]
On May 21, we did Pink Shirt Day as a part of anti-bullying week to symbolise that we don’t care that some people discriminate against males wearing pink as ‘it's a girl colour’.
 
Being kind is not hard because it is free, it doesn’t cost anything.
Remembering these meanings will probably give you a concept:
 
T Is it thoughtful?
H Is it helpful?
I Is it inspiring?
N Is it necessary?
K Is it kind?

During Pink Shirt Day we did cool activities like designing a pink shirt for a colouring contest, adding pink leaves with kind thoughts on them to the kindness tree.
 
Here are some cool photos of people that had their pink shirts on.
 
Sheng and Jacob
[image: ][image: ]

[bookmark: _lrqo5lwf57or]Careers Expo
On Monday of Week 5 our school and others from the South Waikato attended the Careers Expo at the Tokoroa Events Centre. The goal of this was to give our students the opportunity to find out more about what they will do with their future lives.
The students went around different stalls to inform themselves about different professions and studies by asking questions and engaging in a variety of activities. 
There were many interesting stalls which ranged from chartered accountant to divind. We travelled there by bus in our houses.
[bookmark: _pdrpmb9vyqti][image: ][image: ]
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[bookmark: _scjd5t87qo4t]
[bookmark: _enotnhvo5seq]Mau Rakau
We have two Mo Rakau groups in our school. One is run by Mr Merrilees-Clark and the other by Matua Cappy. We went to Mr Merrylees-Clark's one and asked the boys in the group some questions.

What do you learn in Mo Rakau?
“We learn how to be a better leader”
“We learn to respect people”
“Self Discipline”
What are your goals?
‘’To be the best version of ourselves’’
‘’Become a leader’’
‘’Treat others like you want to be treated’’
What do you struggle with?
‘’Not using slang’’
‘’Obstacle courses”
“Not playing with other things”
Who would you recommend this program to?
“Anyone”
“People who display good leadership qualities”
by Rutendo & Lissie


[bookmark: _dgr8r4ea0t1p]What is coming up in our community?

Kāhui Ako Team
· Thursday 10th June - Walkthrough Team PLD with Poutama Pounamu at Tainui
· Tuesday 15th June - Central School Planning Day with Poutama Pounamu
· Friday 18th June - Te Kāhui Ako o Te Oko Horoi PLD at Karapiro
· Friday 24th June - ASL Team at Beyond Sport PLD in Hamilton
· Monday 28th June - Ngā Kura o Tua Whakarere - Treasures of our Past Exhibition
· Thursday 1st July - Transition to School Hui 2: Developing Transition Pathway
· Wednesday 7th July - ASL and WSL PLD day
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SPHERO ROBOTS

Our senior students unboxing and using Sphero robofts. These will be used
through the students' exploration learning in the senior school. The junior
school has a cool robot called Cubetto to use which helps teach
computational thinking and logic to young children.
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Toko'oa Kahui Ao &GN

Strong minds | Strong heart | Strong community
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